The Nile Waters
In the closing years of the last century it became clear
that cultivation in Egypt could not be further expanded
without the provision of storage water. The First Cataract
presented a particularly good site for a dam, and
here the Aswan Dam was built and came into operation
in 1904. It was not long before the new storage water
was entirely absorbed by expansion of the demand for
irrigation. A second instalment of storage water was
provided by raising the Aswan Dam, an operation which
was completed in 1912. A third instalment was pro-
vided in 1934 by a further raising of the dam. Expert
opinion has pronounced any further heightening of the
structure to be impossible.
The principle observed in fllling the Aswan Reservoir
has already been mentioned, namely to let the silt-laden
flood waters pass unchecked, and to impound only the
later and clearer waters of the falling river. The greatly
enlarged volume of the reservoir, resulting from the raising
of the dam, will necessitate the impounding of a pro-
portion of silt-laden water; but the expert authorities
concerned do not fear any detrimental effects.
It has been explained that the Blue Nile flood itself
impounds the waters of the White Nile* This fact sug-
gested to the engineers the construction of a dam which
would bring this natural effect under control, and enable
the impounded water to be held for release when needed,
instead of being released automatically by the fall of the
Blue Nile, Possible sites were examined, and designs
were studied. Eventually Gebel Aulia was selected as
the most promising site ; and some work was actually
carried out during the years 1917 to 1920. In the latter
year this project became the subject of acute political
eo&troviersy in Egypt, and work was dosed down in 1921*
As an alternative measure the seoond nosing of the Aswan
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